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We will  be having a Fund Raiser but we would
like to try something different this year. Several
ideas  were  raised  but  we  have  not  made  any
definite  decisions.  So,  please  stay  tuned  to  our
newsletter. In the next few months, we will have
an answer as to what to expect.

Happy
Valentine’s

Day
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During  2010,  some  of  the  members
changed office due to time frames or
their  3-year  session  was  fulfilled.
Office Changes: Lisa Cross, President;
Ann March, Secretary; Hope Dunlow,
Vice-President;  and  Carol  Avenson,
Treasurer. New Members: Rev. Steven
Blunt,  Ronnie  Sharp  and  Latril
Mariano.

Fund Raiser



The  Suffolk  Literacy  Council’s
Tutor  Appreciation  Luncheon
was held on Tuesday, October 5,
12 Noon at  the  Pruden Center.
The  Luncheon  was  a  huge
success. The Rev. George Smith
on  the  left,  of  First  Baptist
Church  Mahan  gave  the
invocation and the guest speaker
in  blue  was  Ann  Kirk  the
stepdaughter  of  Elizabeth
(Betty)  Mooney  Kirk,  Co-
Author  of  the Laubach Way to
Reading Series.  “You’re  saving
lives when you teach people to
read”,  said  guest  speaker  Ann
Kirk.

Elizabeth (Betty) Mooney Kirk’s
adventures  in  literacy  writing
began in 1945. That was the year
she  joined  Frank  Laubach  in

New  York  City  to  help  him
develop  his  first  adult  literacy
lessons  in  English.  Betty
dedicated  nearly  sixty  years  of
her life to the cause of literacy as
an author, teacher, and tutor. She
organized  literacy  projects  and
trained tutors to teach adults in
Kenya,  India,  and  the  United
States. So, Ann’s Presentation on
her step-mother and the Laubach
reading  series  was  very
informative. 

Chef  Gilbert  Dawes  and  the
Culinary  Arts  Students  at  the
Pruden  Center  prepared  the
luncheon.  The  tables  were
decorated  magnificently.  The
students  were  conscientious  of
the needs of all the guests. It was
a wonderful event.

“The greatest gift is a passion
for reading. It is cheap, it

consoles, it distracts, it excites,
and it gives you knowledge of
the world and experience of a

wide kind. It is a moral
illumination.”

~Elizabeth Hardwick
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 Dear ProLiteracy Colleagues:

I want to share with you
several of ProLiteracy's
achievements, because what
we've done from our Syracuse
and Washington offices has
ultimately all been done to
benefit you, our members, and
the adult learners you serve. 

We've made great strides in
our advocacy work and in
gaining attention for the issue
of adult literacy on Capitol
Hill. Hiring Jeff Carter for the
Washington office has given us
first-hand contact with
policymakers and information
about behind-the-scenes
activities on literacy-related
legislation.

Over the years, Laubach
Way to Reading has helped
millions of adults learn to
read English. It continues to
be one of the most effective
literacy teaching tools.
ProLiteracy's New Readers
Press (NRP) publishing
division released a new
edition with new four-color
illustrations, artwork, and
design. Our publishing staff
also updated the Voyager
instructional series. Tutor 8,
the seminal literacy tutor-
training manual updated by
Ruth Colvin last year
continues to be a best seller.
This next year, Ruth will
begin updating her other
prominent teaching manual,
I Speak English. And NRP
launched its first online-only
product this year—
NewsforYouOnline.com, a

weekly newspaper for adult
learners. I hope you will take
a moment to review and share
the achievements that
students in your programs
made over the past 12 months
and count 
the many good things you,
your staff, and volunteers
accomplished. You have my
thanks for all that you have
done and will continue to do
in the upcoming year.

My very best wishes for a
happy and healthy holiday
season to you all. Enjoy!

David C. Harvey
President/CEO
ProLiteracy

“Every Man who
knows how to read has

it in his power to
magnify himself, to
multiply the ways in
which he exists, to
make his life full,
significant and

interesting”

 ~Aldous Huxley
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 The Theme was    
“Nuts About Reading”
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her  education  at  Old
Dominion University. So long
Hannah,  we  wish  you  the
best!  

Debra  Hill  has  just  begun
working  with  this  program.
She  started  on  January  4
2011,  with  the  Suffolk
Literacy  Council  and  the
Workforce  Development
Center.  Debra  will  graduate
with an Associate’s Degree in
2012  from  Paul  D  Camp
Community  College.  Debra

The  Suffolk  Literacy  Council
(SLC)  provides  one-on-one
tutoring free of charge to  adult
non-readers and adults who need
to  improve  their  reading  skills.
We use a proven method called
the  Laubach  Way  to  Reading
that  teaches  adults  as  quickly
and painlessly as possible.  One
of the reasons it is so successful
is that students work one-on-one
with a dedicated volunteer tutor
at their own pace. It’s called the
Each One Teach One approach.

The  SLC  provides  training  and
materials  for  people  who  are
interested  in  becoming  a  tutor.
Successful  tutors  do  not  need  to
have  a  teaching  background  they
simply need to know how to read,
have  the  desire  to  help  an  adult
learn  to  read,  and  complete  six
instructional hours. A tutor-training
workshop teaches tutors to use the
Laubach Way to Reading books and
how to  work  with  adult  students.
The workshop generally requires a
minimum of six instructional hours

and  a  certificate  is  awarded  upon
completion. 

Tutoring takes  place in  a  location
convenient  to  both  tutor  and  the
student.  In  addition  to  the  SLC
office, tutoring may take place at a
library,  church,  community center,
or workforce center. 

Tutors  typically  meet  with  their
students once or twice a week for 1
to 1.5 hours each time. Tutors may
spend approximately 1 hour a week
preparing for lessons. 

“To learn to read is to
light a fire; every

syllable that is spelled
out is a spark”

~Victor Hugo
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The  Tutor  Workshop  that  on
the  25th and  27th of  January
was presented by Ann March,
retired teacher, previous Tutor
Coordinator  and  President  of
the SLC. The co-instructor was
Carol  Avenson,  previous
teacher Tutor Coordinator, and
present treasurer of the SLC.

Fifteen  participants  in  the
workshop  completed  six
hours of training.  They were
Johnny  Boone,  Jr.,  Elaine
Cattenhead,  Sharon  DeWitt,
Taylor  Doughtie,  Kelly
Greene, Karen Grogan, Debra
Hill,  Barbara  Lebel, Bracy
Parr,  Sandy  Poole,  Barbara

Rodham,  Sandra  (Sandi)
Thompson,  Richard  Todd,
Carol  Vernon,  and  Joyce
White-Johnson

Several  have  already  been
matched  with  students  to
tutor.  Congratulations  and
many  thanks  to  all  the
volunteers.

Paul  D  Camp  Community
College  has  a  work-study
program,  and  about  ten
percent  of  the  work-study
participants  work with  non-
profit  community  agencies.
The  Suffolk  Literacy
Council has been honored to
have work-study students for
seven  years.  Hannah  Evans
started  in  August  of  2008
and  ended  her  tenure  in
August 2010. She graduated
with an Associates Degree in
Sociology. She is continuing

will  be pursuing her  PhD in
Psychology  at  Regent
University  and  plans  on
opening  her  own  Medical
practice.  She  is  a  mother  of
four  children  and  a
grandmother of two beautiful
girls. 

Debra  has  been  married  for
sixteen  years  and  will  be
celebrating  her  seventeenth
Wedding  Anniversary  on
September 9, 2011. 

Debra  was  born  on  March  3rd,
and  raised  in  Cape Charles,  Va.
Her favorite hobbies are playing
bingo and watching movies with
her family.  We greatly appreciate
her  work  here  at  the  Suffolk
Literacy  Council  and  look
forward to all her achievements.



Suffolk Literacy Council
157 North Main Street, 2nd Flr.
Suffolk, VA 23434

· ($50) Junto Women’s
Club

· (($1,104.81) Spring
Fund Raiser held at the
Bethlehem Church

· ($2000) Grant from
Community Action
Coalition

· ($200) Suffolk Pilot
Club

· ($171.70) Nansemond
Isle of Wight Sunday
School Union

· ($25) Delta Kappa
Gamma Sorority

During 2010, the Suffolk
Literacy Council received:

·  ($500) donation from
the Rotary Club of
Suffolk. 

·  ($1000) from  the
Richard Bennett Trust

· ($2,000) grant from the
Suffolk Foundation in
January and ($2500) grant
in December.

·  ($50) in memory of
Anne Roundtree (former
Tutor) from Suffolk
Woman’s Club

· ($450) total from
Individual donations

Other Local businesses that have
contributed  gifts  to  support  our
efforts this past year was Planters
Peanuts  on  Culloden  Street,
Suffolk,  Virginia  for  our  Fund
Raiser.

 All  funding  for  the  Suffolk
Literacy  Council  comes  from
grants,  donations,  and  fund
raisers.   Community  support
enables  the  Literacy  Council  to
continue to carry out its  mission
to  combat  literacy  in  Suffolk,
Virginia.

TREASURER’S NEWS  

Phone  (757) 514-7733
Fax (757) 923-5287
E-mail  Suffolkliteracy@live.com

The Suffolk Literacy Council was founded in 1987 by a task force of concerned citizens to
address the problem of illiteracy in Suffolk.
 
The overall mission of the SLC is to combat illiteracy in our city and the surrounding area.
  
The following are our major goals:

· To provide free one-on-one tutoring for non-reading adults and those
with limited reading skills; 

· To provide training and support for volunteer tutors; and 
· To promote literacy. 

We’re on the Web!

www.literacy4suffolk.org
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Suffolk Literacy Office
Hours

Monday 9-2
Tuesday 9-4:30
Wednesday 9-4:30
Thursday 9-4:30
Friday 12:30-4:30

Suffolk Literacy Council

 Monday 9-2:00
Tuesday 9-4:30
Wednesday 9-4:30
Thursday 9-4:30
Friday 12:30-4:30

Suffolk Literacy Council
STAFF

Tutor Coordinator
Sharon DeWitt

Office Assistant
Beverly Richardson

PDCCC Work-Study Student
Debra Hill

Many adults have never learned to read or have only enough reading skills to enable them to
read a few basic signs and directions. This is where SLC comes in. We receive referrals from
many sources: GED programs, Social Services, the Community or the individuals.

 According to a 2003 study by the National Assessment of Adult Literacy, 30 million adults
living in the U.S. were not able to read and write well enough to complete basic tasks like
filling out job applications.  People who have learned to read early find it hard to imagine
what life would be like without being able to read and write.

Differences in the way they process information, poor teaching, or other unusual
circumstances have prevented these adults from learning to read. They are often embarrassed
by their inability to read, and sometimes hide their disability by having a trusted friend or
relative read for them.

Adults Who Can’t Read  


